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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREFVMHKAS 
SUBJECT: BOAT PEOPLE 

1 . AN OFFICER OF THE BRITISH EMBASSY IN HANOI TOLD US 
APRIL 30 OF TWO "BOAT PEOPLE" REFUGEE INCIDENTS FROM 
THE SRV VIEWPOINT. 

2. THE FIRST CONCERNED A BOAT WHICH HAD BEEN HIJACKED 
FAR FROM THE SEA ON A RIVER IN TAY NINH PROVINCE OF 
SOUTH VIET NAM. THE BOAT AND THOSE ABOARD HAD MADE IT 
ALL THE WAY TO HONG KONG IN JANUARY. AND IN APRIL THE 
SRV FOREIGN MINISTRY APPROACHED THE BRITISH EMBASSY TO 
ASK THAT THE BOAT BE RETURNED. THE BRITISH WERE 
CURRENTLY TRYING TO MAKE THE NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS. 

3. THE SECOND INCIDENT INVOLVED FOUR PEOPLE WHO HAD 
BEEN UNWILLING PARTICIPANTS IN THE HIJACKING OF A SHIP 
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WHICH HAD THEN BEEN DIVERTED TO AUSTRALIA. THE FOUR 
WISHED TO RETURN TO VIET NAM. AND THE AUSTRALIAN 
GOVERNMENT HAD ARRANGED FOR THEM TO GO BACK. UPON 
THEIR ARRIVAL IN VIET NAM, THE AUSTRALIANS HAD 
REQUESTED AND RECEIVED FROM THE SRV A WRITTEN ACKNOW- 
LEDGMENT THAT THEY HAD BEEN HANDED OVER TO VIETNAMESE 
CONTROL. WHEN THE AUSTRALIANS ATTEMPTED TO FOLLOW UP 
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A SHORT WHILE LATER TO MAKE SURE THAT THE FOUR 
RETURNEES WERE BEING PROPERLY TREATED, THE SRV 
AUTHORITIES DENIED ALL KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR RETURN OR 
EVEN OF THEIR EXISTENCE. 

4. OUR SOURCE DOES NOT KNOW IF THIS RESPONSE IS THE 
RESULT OF A TOTAL LACK OF COORDINATION WITHIN THE SRV 
ADMINISTRATION OR WHETHER IT IS SOME SORT OF "GRAND 
HOTEL" EFFORT TO TURN THE RETURNEES INTO NON PEOPLE. 

ROBERTS 
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